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In May, Pastor Joe and I visited Buckhead Church in Atlanta.  What an experience.  It occu-
pies three floors of an office building in a business park.  After riding the escalator to the 
church, we were greeted by very friendly people who helped us find our way around. We 
found our seat and quickly realized we better move down the row as the room was filling 
quickly.  The place was packed! 

The congregation was energetic and there was a sense of expectancy.  The music was great 
and those who spoke from the platform were giving an update on how their church had served 

their community during the recent floods.  When it came time for the message it was practical, challenging 
and straight from scripture.  When we left, the lobby was full of parents getting their kids, people visiting and 
others making plans to go for lunch.  In short, it was full of life and exciting to see how the space facilitated 
the ministry!  What a great experience. 

This past week, I was reading a note from the pastor of that church who was reflecting on their recent capital 
campaign which allowed them to be in this new facility.  He had recently driven by their old facility and it got 
him thinking, here is what he wrote: 

On Sunday I drove by our old location on Roswell Road, otherwise known as the ‘grocery store.’  I passed by 
the site numerous times but have never once stopped in until yesterday. And while my brief visit brought 
back a flood of great memories, I drove away so thankful that we are no longer there.   

Here’s why: 

On Sunday, there were 885 kids at UPstreet (Sunday morning Children’s ministry). There is no possible way 
we could have accommodated this crowd at our old location.  

Also, there were 705 children in Wamba Land (nursery and preschool Sunday program). Once again, there 
would have been no way to serve that many children in our old facility 

In addition, we would have had to turn away 2000 adults from our service yesterday from if we had not cho-
sen to build this new facility. “Thanks for coming but we’re full” is a terrible first-impression for visitors.  

I could go on, but my point is this: If you gave to our recent capital campaign thank you ! I hope you are see-
ing the fruit of your faithfulness and financial sacrifice. God is rewarding our investment in the Kingdom by 
creating opportunities for more people to develop and grow in a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

When I read this, I smiled and said “I can hardly wait to send a similar note to our congregation in a few 
years.”  It’s a great reminder that we sacrifice not for ourselves but for those who are not here yet. There are 
people all over the city who wonder if there are answers to life’s questions and if there is a place where they 
can find them.  There are people who do not want to be part of a clique or a religious group that carries out 
rituals, but want to be part of a movement where God is using those who follow Him to bring his blessing to 
the community.  This is why we do what we do! 

This fall we will continue to try new things to find ways to overflow with God’s love to our city.  Let me give 
you a few examples: 

You are going to see some physical changes around the foyer that we hope allows us to be more welcoming 
to our guests 

We will be doing a major newspaper blitz in October telling your stories – I’m really excited about this and 
we’ll need your help 

Continued... 

September 2010 

Volume 3, Issue 4 

�� � � � � � � � 	 	 � � � 	 
 � � �



 

We will be opening up Raymond Hall during our 11:00am service as we continue to see new peo-
ple joining us each week. We are also going to set apart some of these seats for those in 
wheel chairs or those who do not want to navigate our stairs! 

We are celebrating every $300 000 received in our Greater Things capital Campaign.  We had our 
first celebration back in June, and our next one should be in February, but wouldn’t it be great 
to have one in November/December? 

We are going to have a Prayer Vigil this fall, where we collect prayer requests and gather as a 
church to bring them before the Lord 

All of this because we believe that we have a life giving message that needs to be heard. 

 

So grateful to be on this journey with you, 

 

Rob 
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I was born in 1958 in Fenelon 
Falls, Ontario.  We lived on a 
farm, and life at home was 
pretty much normal and 
happy for the first few years.  

But then my Dad’s dad died—and he became all 
angry and started to abuse my Mom.  Eventually 
he left us—so now my Mom was on her own, rais-
ing three kids.  We moved to town, to be closer to 
family.  And that’s when we started going to 
Fenelon Falls Baptist Church.  I was 11 years old 
at the time.  My Mom’s sister would pick us up 
and take us to church and Sunday School.  We 
went every Sunday for the next 6 years.  I made a 
commitment to Jesus when I was 15 years old 
and got baptized.  I still have my certificate of bap-
tism and the bible my Grandma Johnson gave 
me!  In fact, those are the only things I have left 
from my childhood.  When I was 14, my Mom was 
diagnosed with cancer.  She started going for 
treatments but the cancer kept spreading.  Being 
the oldest, I would care for my Mom.  Eventually I 
had to drop out of school to be with her all the 
time.  It was hard to watch my Mom suffer and 
slowly get thinner and weaker every day.  And 
then she died.  I was 17 at the time and I missed 
her terribly.  She was such a good person.  She 
took good care of us.  She loved us very much.  
And now she was gone.  After Mom died, we kids 
got split up—my brother went to live with an aunt 
and my sister and I were sent to live with Dad and 
his new wife on a farm.  At first, everything was 
fine.  But then my 3 year old step-brother died in a 
car accident that also severely injured my Dad.  
That’s when life became too difficult and painful to 
describe.  All I’ll say is that we were kicked out of 
the house, sent to live in the barn, and treated 
worse than the animals on the farm.  My sister 
found the strength and courage to leave.  I could-
n’t.  Now I was all alone with no one around to 

care for me.  And my life kept going down and the 
hold my Dad had on me kept getting stronger and 
stronger.  It took me 13 years to finally find the 
power to leave— at age 30—and to move to New 
Brunswick, where my sister lived.  But life didn’t 
get any better.  I was so beaten down by every-
thing and just couldn’t cope.  I went through two 
marriages and got into drinking and drugs.  And 
I’ll be honest with you.  I completely lost touch 
with God.  I put him on the back burner.  And it 
was like he had done the same thing to me too.  I 
felt pretty alone—lost somewhere along the line.  
But then God sent me a little angel— Lillian 
Smith.  We became friends.  One day we were 
chatting on Albert Street and Lillian invited me to 
the Neighbourhood Hope Mission.  She said I 
would enjoy myself.  So I came.  And I’ve kept 
coming ever since.  Once I was all alone.  But 
here at the Mission and at Prime Time and in the 
church services, I feel welcome and loved.  I am 
no longer an outcast—instead, I’m part of God’s 
family.  And I’ve made good friends with people 
who really care—people like Lillian and Mickey.  
And I’ve become friends with God again too.  Last 
year, I watched Lillian and Mickey being baptized.  
As I watched, something came over me and I 
heard a voice say “Go talk to Pastor John.”  I was 
so excited!  I couldn’t wait for the service to be 
over and I went right over to tell Pastor John what 
had happened.  So today here I am, standing be-
fore my dear friends at Main Street, with joy in my 
heart, ready to say that God is good and Jesus is 
Lord of my life.   

 

-Joanne Johnson 
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This Fall we will be opening up the overflow to al-
low for extra seating at our 11am service. First 
priority will be given to those who would prefer not 
to take the stairs into the sanctuary. These seats 
are perfect for people in wheelchairs or those who 
wish to come in the doors by the Library and 
avoid stairs and inclines all together! If you know 
of someone who no longer attends because they 
don't like stairs, please let them know we have a 
seat reserved for them!  
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Main Street Church has begun a chain of faithful 
prayers that will pray for urgent prayer requests. 
To activate the prayer line, please call Jean White 
with your emergency prayer request at 693-8118. 
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We recognize that as technology expands it 
opens up different ways for people to contribute 
financially to the life of our church. We want to 
make it easy for you to faithfully and consistently 
be a part of our ministry here at Main 
Street.  Here are three methods you can use to 
support the Church financially: 

 

1. Giving through Offering Envelopes: 
You can get a box with an envelope for each 
Sunday of the year which you can use to give 
by cash or cheque.  On the envelope you can 
chose how to designate your gift.  This is facili-
tated by Elaine Clark. 

 

 

 

2. Pre-Authorized Giving: Giving this way means it 
is withdrawn from your bank account electroni-
cally (i.e: like your mortgage). You authorize the 
frequency, amount and designation. This allows 

your giving to be consistent. This is facilitated by 
Greg Bambury. 

 

3. NEW Online Giving: Main Street has registered 
with CanadaHelps.org a reliable and secure site 
that processes donations online.  Here you can 
give with your credit card which might be attrac-
tive for those who like to earn points; how-
ever, Main Street must pay a 4% fee on each of 
these transactions. This is facilitated by Kathy 
London.  

 

If you are interested in receiving a box of enve-
lopes or signing up for pre-authorized giving 
please call the church office. To make a donation 
through CanadaHelps.org, simply visit our church 
website (they will issue you a tax receipt immedi-
ately).  At the end of each quarter you will receive 
a summary of your giving to date, and at the end 
of the year you will receive a receipt to be used 
for income tax purposes.  If you have any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact our church 
office.  
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Alyssa is one of the many kids that got to experience camp this summer because of 
your generosity.  Thank you for making it possible for so many kids to go to camp! 

 
Was this your first experience at Camp T?  Yes it was. 
Which camp did you go to?  Create: an arts and crafts camp 
What was your favourite thing about camp? My favorite part of camp was called Hallelujah half hour. I 
liked it because you got to learn different songs about God and it was a fun way to connect with God. 
What did you do at camp?  We did lots of things at camp including arts and crafts, swimming, a rope 
course, lots of fun games and a bunch more fun stuff. 
What was the biggest thing you learned about God?  The biggest and best thing I learned about God 
was that inner beauty is more important than outer beauty and God loves you no matter what. He died for 
us and he'll always love us no matter what. Main Street should definitely keep sending kids to camp. It was 
the best experience of my life and if other kids could have the experience I'm sure they would enjoy it too. 
Thank you!�

 
For one great week in July we took 
over Millidgeville North School and 
held a morning camp called “High 
Seas” where children explored the 
mighty love of God. From the mo-
ment children walked in they were 
captured by the High Seas theme 
through the great decorations, 
songs, crafts, games and volun-

teers. Throughout the week we had a total of 
ninety-seven children and thirty-two volunteers 
involved. 
 
We have many stories from the week. Here are 
some of my favourite moments. When we were 
delivering fliers in Millidgeville for the camp we 
had a number of people respond very positively 
and say “Oh, you’re the people that gave us the 
lovely Easter Basket”. What a wonderful recep-
tion. Main Street is known for all the positive 
things we do in the community. Most of the other 
great moments came when God gave us 
glimpses of the great things He was up to in chil-
dren’s hearts. For instance, when the young girl, 
who wore pink to camp everyday said, “I love 
God more than I love pink”.  Another moment 

was when I overheard one camper saying to an-
other, “I just figured out what that songs was 
about...GOD!” Another delightful moment was 
when one camper was asked “where did you see 
God today?” they said “In you  
(pointing to the volunteer leader) and in the 
donuts my Dad bought me.” God is faithfully 
drawing children to Himself.  
 
We also had special moments with parents and 
families. One parent took a large handful of fly-
ers and proclaimed she was going to give them 
to all their neighbours.  Her kids loved the camp. 
Another parent, who currently isn’t associated 
with a church, pulled a volunteer aside and 
asked for prayer. God is faithfully drawing fami-
lies to Himself. 
 
Thank you Main Street for making our vacation 
bible school such a wonderful connecting point 
with our community. 
 
Renée 
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Hey Main Streeters, 
Greetings from the 
2010 summer student 
team! In case you don’t 
know who we are, we 
are Sarah Corkum 
(Team Leader), Tho-
mas Brown, Missy 

Whitney, Jake Page, and Zack Bigney. For those 
of you who haven’t heard as of yet, here’s a brief 
summary of what we have done this summer. 
The majority of our summer has been spent 
planning and coordinating four day camps for 
children. This summer we strived to overflow 
with God’s love at our day camps through media, 
music, fun games, and thoughtful bible studies. 
We’ve enjoyed the creative insight of the chil-
dren and their never-ending energy. We have 
been blessed with approximately sixty different 
kids registered for our day camps. 

Although approximately sixty kids registered at 
our day camps, we had over eighty-five children 
at our High Seas Expedition VBS. VBS turned 
out to be a huge success--despite the fact that 
we were cancelled one day due to a broken wa-
ter pipe. Without the amazing volunteers and the 
support of our congregation VBS could not have 
been as fantastic. With everyone giving an im-
mense amount of energy, the kid’s excitement 
really shone through. We would like to thank our 
church family for all of their support.  

After three weeks of day camps and VBS we 
had a few weeks of more restful activities. We 
painted the gym and went around to the 
neighbourhood playgrounds playing with kids.  In 
addition to ministering to children we planned a 
few events for the middle school and high school 
youth.  We would like to thank everyone in the 
church family for praying and supporting us 
throughout the last two months. We could not 
have done it without you. Please read on to hear 
what impacted each of us the most during the 
summer. 

Working as a summer student at Main Street has 

been a great experience for me. Having come 
from another church I really appreciated the wel-
coming atmosphere and everyone’s kindness. 
The biggest highlight for me this summer was 
having the opportunity to learn about the differ-
ent methods of ministry used at churches other 
than my own. I was impressed to see the ways 
in which you reach out to your community 
through the Hope Mission and I enjoyed being a 
part of it this summer. I also heard about the 
ministry you do through Prime Time and regret 
that I was not able to participate in that outreach 
program. Main Street is definitely full of wonder-
ful people and staff, all of which were a blessing 
to me. Thank you to everyone for your support 
throughout the summer, and to all of the parents 
out there, for entrusting us with your children.                                                                                                                             
–Sarah Corkum 

 

The best part of my summer was by 
far some of the answers that the kids 
gave. Some answers were ones that 
I did not figure out for myself until my 
middle school years. These kids un-
derstand God’s Word so well. Even 

when you do not think they are listening, they 
are taking everything in. It was just great to see 
that the kids actually comprehended everything, 
even the four and five year olds.                                                                                                                             

–Thomas Brown 

 

I’d like to tell you a bit about my 
summer. This summer there have 
been a lot of things that have im-
pacted me while working here. I 
don’t think that I’ll ever be quite the 
same.  The thing I’ve enjoyed the 
most this summer is working with 

the children. Their simple, yet optimistic view on 
life can be such an encouragement. They have 
definitely shaped my outlook on life. 

                                                                                                                             
-Missy Whitney 
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Working at Main Street this sum-
mer has been a blast. I had fun do-
ing everything from youth events to 
Sunday School. I would have to say 
that what I enjoyed the most was 
running VBS and the day camps. 

Working, playing and teaching the kids about 
God was a lot of fun.        

–Jake Page 

 

 

 

 

 My  favourite part of being summer student this 
year was the fun experience of being a leader. It 
was amazing this summer working at the church 
because it’s one of my favourite places to be. I 
hope that when I’m an adult I can be the youth 
pastor here at Main Street.      

- Zack Bigney  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Mission Tour this year, our team 
went to Newfoundland! In New-
foundland we helped out at a camp, 
met new friends and had lots of fun. 
But with all that fun came lots of 
work. Some of the work was clear-

ing brush out of paths, pulling mouldy tables 
from under a cabin, cleaning the bathrooms, 
practising skits and songs for the church service 
and much more. At some moments during the 
trip it was a challenge to keep your energy up 
and keep a good attitude. The biggest challenge 
for me was getting the sleep I needed because it 
was late nights and early mornings. However, it 
was all worth it to watch the campers having fun 
and learning about God. You could really sense 
his presence throughout the whole trip and you 
could see the work he was doing in everyone’s 
lives. With many inside jokes, lots of time to talk, 
lots of challenges, long flights and bus rides, we 
grew a lot closer as a team. 

- Deveney Page 
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