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Forbes Drive Consultation Dates! 
Wednesday October 19th, 2-4pm, Raymond Hall, info & discussion 
Thursday October 20th 7-9pm, Raymond Hall, info & discussion 
Sunday October 23rd, 10:10-10:55am, Raymond Hall, info only 

 
I am so grateful for the Design & Construction (D&C) team who are working diligently 
on your behalf, and who are now ready to invite you to an open house to view their 
work to date. These presentations will share the ministry that is pushing the design for Phase 1 and 
future phases.  While we want your input on the details of the building, this open house will really be 
an opportunity to hear about the ministry we will be carrying out and how the future space will enable 
it.   We truly value your input into this phase of the planning.  
 
D&C Team Process 
The temptation with this project is to ask, “What do I want in the new building?”  We must continue to 
push ourselves to ask the better question “How can we create environments for life transformation?”  
What kinds of environments do we need for children, youth, adults and seniors in our city?  How can 
we create welcoming space and make sure those with mobility limitations are not restricted?  How 
can we create a facility that could be a blessing to the developing neighbourhood around Forbes 
Drive?  

These are exciting and challenging questions so we have engaged the help of an architect. We 
all agreed that an architect would help us create a better facility for our exciting ministries.  The peo-
ple on the D&C team have the responsibility of making some of these “once in a hundred year” deci-
sions, and they are exercising due diligence. 
 
Priorities of Phase1 – Children  

Central to our future vision is to provide ministry space for the infants, toddlers and children of 
our city. We have a strong passion to provide the very best ministry environments so we can minister 
effectively to today’s kids. Currently our Sunday School & SonCity leaders show incredible flexibility 
and great patience to serve in the environments that are not adequate learning environments for chil-
dren.  We envision a time when children can invite their friends to church knowing there is a space for 
them and they will be welcomed.  We envision a time when parents and children can grow in Christ 
together and even serve together.  It will be exciting to see how our children’s ministry expands and 
grows with appropriate space. 

 
Priorities of Phase1 – Multi-Purpose Worship Space 

Our new, yet temporary, worship space will also afford us some great benefits.  First, it will al-
low seating for up to 600 people.  It will also be on one level and many of our parking woes will be 
solved.  We do recognize that this part of the transition will be the hardest for some. We must remem-
ber this is a temporary sacrifice until we build our permanent sanctuary space, but we believe this 
sacrifice is necessary to help our church to continue to grow.  (Continued on page 2.) 
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Timeline 
Our timeline still remains the same.  We would like to start construction as early as possible in 

2012 with a “move in” date of December 2012.   This may mean we start clearing the land on Forbes 
Drive later this fall.   
 
“The Last Lap”  
This November we will be entering the final year of this first capital campaign.  Hard to believe!  Two 
years ago, 160 people representing the diversity of our congregation made commitments totaling $1.35 
million.  It was incredible.  For many, these past two years have been marked by increased sacrifice, 
and yet increased blessing as we stepped out in faith.  As those 160 people prepare to run the last lap 
of the campaign, we would like to invite anyone who is new to Main Street or did not participate in the 
campaign the first time around to join us for the last lap.  We would ask that you pray about making a 1-
year commitment to the GreaterThings campaign and run the last lap with us!  It would be a tremendous 
encouragement to have you join us in building a church that seeks to overflow with God’s blessing to 
this city.  We will also use this “Last Lap” as an opportunity for people to adjust their initial commitment.  
Maybe you made your commitment and now realize you can give a bit more.  Maybe your circum-
stances have changed, and you need to reduce your commitment.  Or maybe you want to again, take 
the opportunity to state your intention of honouring your initial commitment.  Either way, we are grateful 
for your willingness to step out in faith.  God is good. 
 
Our budget for Phase1 has not changed significantly since we started the discussions in 2009.  When 
we approached the congregation with our GreaterThings campaign we set a target of $3.1 million, $2.1 
to be raised by the congregation, and $1 million by mortgage.    Presently, with commitments to the 
GreaterThings campaign, savings and interest on our investments, it looks like we are approximately 
$450 000 away from where we need to be.  We believe as we are faithful to God, he will continue to be 
faithful to us. 
 
He has revealed his faithfulness as he continues to use our community to transform lives!  If the last two 
years are any indication, we have experienced God’s blessing as we have stepped out in faith.  Con-
sider the following: 

¨ Sunday Morning worship attendance is up an average of 65 people over two years ago.  Also, 
we’ve had multiple Sunday’s this year where we had 100 more people worshipping with us than the 
year prior!  Maybe you’ve noticed a few new faces!  God is blessing. 

 
¨ Baptisms & new members: since January we have welcomed 30 new members to our church fam-

ily, 13 of them through baptism with more to come this fall.  God is blessing. 
 
¨ Our church was one of three churches in Canada featured for its innovative outreach to its commu-

nity by Willow Creek Canada.  They sent a film crew and made a 5-minute documentary on our 
ministry to encourage other churches. God is blessing.  

 
I could go on, but just a reminder on this Thanksgiving weekend, we have much to give thanks for, and I 
hope that you take time to give thanks for all God is doing and will do. 
 
Grateful, 
Rob 
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Hi my name is Meaghan Ferris, 
but to some of you I’m Meggy.  
The start of my journey to God 
was when I went to Winter Re-
treat with the youth here at 
Main Street.  Before we left the 
church I called my Mom beg-

ging her to come get me, she wouldn’t, she knew 
that I would have fun.  So, off I went for the week-
end. 
 

At Winter Retreat, Al, our guest speaker, told a 
story about when he became a Christian and how 
the man that had led him to Christ passed away a 
short time later.  He thought that maybe the man’s 
purpose was to bring him to Christ there and I 
wondered if the retreat and all the youth were to 
help me become a Christian.  Later in our small 
group I had a talk with Hannah Ingalls, Olivia 
Ricketts and Renee and decided to welcome Je-
sus into my life; I became a Christian!!  I ended up 
loving Winter Retreat! 
 

I started going to youth group every Tuesday 
night.  I made so many new friends and was wel-
comed with open arms.  I had started living a new 
life.  Looking back I realize I was lost in my old life 
living without God, I sometimes thought that life 
was pointless.  I am ready for Him to become a 
bigger part in my life starting here. 
 

Since coming to Christ I have been sharing my 
faith with others at school and try to make deci-
sions thinking about what would please God.  I am 
looking forward to learning more about God and 
sharing with others what I learn from reading the 
Bible and spending time with my Christian friends! 

 
It’s a choice to follow God, to be a 
Christian. It’s the best choice I’ve 
ever made but it wasn’t an easy 
choice. It’s been a struggle to get 
to the point where I am now 
standing here in this tank before 

you all.  I would like to tell you my story. 
 

I grew up in a Christian home.  My Dad being a 
minister, naturally as a child, I was actively in-
volved in church.  I asked Jesus into my heart 
when I was very young.  I thought as long as I 
knew the answers in Sunday School I was set.  As 
I grew older something began to feel wrong – like I 
just didn’t get this whole Christianity thing and why 
 people were so hyped up about it. 
 

Time went on and I felt myself becoming more un-
happy with life.  I felt almost hollow; that there was 
a part of me not there.  I started looking for happi-
ness.  I thought if I could be popular and have 
everyone love me, then I’d be happy but no matter 
what I did, I seemed to feel more disconnected to 
people than ever. 
 

Then it hit me, not long ago, the only time I can 
remember being totally happy was when the youth 
went on a mission tour to Newfoundland.  We 
were going to work at a camp.  I remember them 
sitting down and explaining to us that when the 
campers came, we had to completely forget about 
ourselves and our needs.  Everything had to be for 
the kids. 
 

When I heard this, my first thought was – impossi-
ble-one week when I couldn’t think about myself!?  
To me this couldn’t be done, but I was wrong.  The 
minute the first camper walked through the door, 
whether I fit in was the furthest thing from my 
mind.  I was tired there from all the physical labour 
and my voice hurt from yelling but I had never 
been so happy…so satisfied. 
 

I didn’t realize this until Springforth this year. I can 
remember feeling so incredibly low, like my life 
was going nowhere and that I’d never amount to 
anything.  I almost didn’t go to Springforth but 
something really pushed me to go.  I went there so 
empty and worn out from crying that I let all the 
barriers about Christianity come down and I 
stopped fighting.  I asked God to heal me and I 
asked him for the peace of mind I’ve always 
searched for.  I realized the only way I would be 
truly happy was if I gave myself to God com-
pletely. 
 

Now all I want is to be a spotlight for God.  It never 
occurred to me that when I was stuck and empty 
my soul was thirsting for God.  By letting the barri-
ers come down just once, I was really able to lis-
ten to God.  Thank you to Renée, Amy and the 
other youth leaders who helped me understand 
better.  Thank you also, to everyone at J-Walkers, 
who have been right by me through everything. 
 

I’ve found it takes more energy to be bitter to-
wards everything.  By letting it go and trusting 
God, you can find the happiness you’ve always 
longed for.  My favourite verse, “Be still and know 
that I am God” has proven to be true.  
                                                    - - Hannah Martin 
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My name is Brent Collins and I live on 
the West Side of the city with my wife 
Shannen and my two daughters Ellie 
and Grace. Shannen and I were mar-
ried, here at Main Street, by Pastor 

McMullen, in 2000 and I have been attending Main 
Street off and on ever since…I guess I should say 
more off than on. 
 

Three years ago I figured it was time to introduce 
my girls to Sunday school and give them the same 
opportunity that I had growing up, to learn about 
God and the Bible. I grew up in a small village 
east of Saint John known as Garnett Settlement 
and attended, up until 2000, the Garnett Settle-
ment Christian Church where my mother Jean 
was, and still is, a Sunday school teacher and my 
late father, John, was an usher. It was a small 
country church, where everyone knew each other 
and it was a huge part of my upbringing. I at-
tended youth group, boys group and went to bible 
camps during summer vacations. 
 

One summer, about 27 years ago, my mother 
signed me up for a week at the Hampton Bible 
Camp. It was one of the greatest experiences that 
I can remember about my childhood and, in my 
opinion, something every child should do, once or 
twice before they grow up. We had horseback rid-
ing, a swimming hole with a home made water 
slide, archery and of course a canteen where all of 
the nutritional stuff was kept. That summer, our 
camp counsellor asked all the guys in our cabin if 
we wanted to accept Jesus into our lives and we, 
of course, all said yes. That story brings me to this 
point in my life. Ever since that summer, I have 
wanted to get baptized but never had the courage 
to get up and take that step. I have watched 
friends get up and take that step and wished that I 
had gone with them. Everyone knows it’s a little 
easier when you have a friend that has your back. 
I would like to take this time to thank Pastor Rob, 
Marc Cormier and Bill London for the words of en-
couragement that they have provided to me over 
the last few weeks and I would also like to thank 
all of you for the warm welcome that you have 
given to me and my family. 
 

 

I am Guorong Zhang. I have been 
studying Bible and listening pas-
tor’s preachments in Main Street 
Church since the beginning of 
2010.  To start my story, I’d like to 

go back to my childhood and family. Since I could 
remember, my grandmother has been a Christian. 
Her name is Chuanzhen. “Chuan” in Chinese 
means preaching and “Zhen” is treasure. What 
she did in the past was really preaching valuable 
words, which is the Bible. No matter what came to 
my family, she would say, “Thanks God, honorus 
God.” And she would pray softly, but on her 
knees, which I did not think as a good behaviour. 
She always took me to her church and she, with 
other sisters and brothers, would sing holy songs, 
which did help me into dreamland at that time. In a 
word, she led me on the way to be a Christian in 
deed. My parents are in business. They always 
brought their angers to home and grandma would 
say, “what you lose are God’s wishes and what 
you gain are from God.” Sometimes she would 
also warn her son, “Doing business must be in be-
nevolence and righteousness. If you do any dirty 
business, how can you face God or honour God?” 
and so on.  As time flies, my parents have not 
been negative for a loss or a fault any more, as 
they never do unmoral or illegal things. I would like 
to say, Thank you Holy Father, that you so love 
my family and give us so much, and you require 
nothing as return. If you do, the requirement is just 
to be righteous. 
 

After a brief introduction about my family, I want to 
talk about my life here. Since I came to Canada, I 
joined pray meeting held in George and Lydia’s 
home and attended our Main Street Church, I 
have changed a lot. What the key point is I am 
praying and reading Bible. I want to thank George 
and Lydia for their help and kindness. I wish father 
in the heaven will keep working on them and using 
them. Because of them, I know to listen to God 
when I am facing difficulties. I am not focusing on 
lust that much as I was. What God gives me is 
enough and unique. I persisted in interests, profits 
and rankings before, and I loved kinds of fames 
and titles, until I read“ Everything is meaningless.” 
Isn’t it so right? Anything you can get from the 
world is truly nothing. Since then, I work hard to 
glorify our Lord. 
 

Today, I feel proud that I choose to be baptized. I 
wish Holy Father to talk to me to let me know what 
he wants me do. I count on you, my Lord. I wish 
Holy Father stands with our church as usual, let us 
be stronger. We count on you, my Lord. Thank 
you, Holy Father. 
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The best place to start would be what Tidal Impact is. Tidal Impact (TI) is a youth mission trip that is held 
every two years by the Convention of Atlantic Baptist Churches. Two churches are paired together to 
minister in the host church’s community for an entire week. After a long day of overflowing into a commu-
nity, most days ended with a rally with about 500 other youth that are also serving in the surrounding ar-
eas. The rallies are for the youth to be filled with encouragement and to be opened to God’s message 
and what God wants to do in their lives. 
 

Every Tidal Impact that I have had the privilege to be a part of has been a significant point in my own 
spiritual walk. My first TI was in 2006 when I was going into grade 8. That week was what got the gears 
started in my heart to let God into my life. He used that week- away from Saint John (my home) and my 
friends- to really start me on my walk with him. Some of you might remember that for TI 2009, Saint John 
was one of the host cities, you may have even had someone billeted in your home. 2009 was the sum-
mer before I started at Saint John High School after transferring from Saint Malachy’s in Grade 10. This 
is where God shaped me into being the person I am today by giving great examples of Christian leaders 
from our partnering church from Kentville, Nova Scotia. Finally, this July I went on my last TI as a stu-
dent. We went to Meductic which is about 20 minutes outside of Woodstock, the smallest incorporated 
municipality in New Brunswick. It was a very warm week of serving the Lord. It is the place where I really 
learned how to be a better Christian leader and how to be a strong young man for God. 
 

I have never come back from a Tidal Impact the same person that I left as. There is 
nothing quite like a week of serving, learning and growing, all in the name of God. 
There is something special about TI that you won’t get from any other experience 
and I greatly encourage any and every youth to go to Tidal Impact in two years time.   
- - By Thomas Brown.  Thomas is a proud member of Main Street Baptist Church. 
Thomas is a recent graduate of Saint John High School and is now attending St. 
Frances Xavier University. Thomas looks forward to being a youth leader himself 
one day soon.   Continued….. 



Each morning we did Vacation Bible School. Everyone was so excited to 
help change these kids’ lives that they weren't complaining that they had 
to wake up early. Our team was really excited to do VBS, even though 
we had already done it the week before in Saint John. We worked hard 
to set it up and take it down. 
 

Also, the Meductic people were so welcoming and excited to have us.  
For example, a lot of us felt it was the best church food we had ever had.  

They took time to get beds ready, feed us and show us hospitality.  On the hottest day of the 
week, some of our group and I walked all over Meductic picking up garbage. After we were 
done, we felt that we had paid Meductic back for how great they treated us. 
 

The rallies were definitely the highlight of my week.  They were very powerful and spoke to 
everyone. When Dave Currie spoke, everyone felt he was speaking to them individually, even 
though he was speaking to a crowd he'd never met before.  
 

One of the service projects we did was to help build a dirt bike track for the community.  The 
people in charge of it were unbelievably strong Christians and seemed very grateful for our 
help.  
 

It was a life changing week for everybody and I encourage anyone who gets the chance to 
go.  -  By Nick Nylen. This was Nick’s first Tidal Impact. He’s a member of the puppet team 
and Transformers at Main Street Baptist Church. Nick loves bacon and inviting his friends to 
come to youth group. 
 
 
 
 A night just for middle schoolers (grade six to eight) every Tuesday from 6 to 8  pm at Main 
Street Church.  
 
 
 
 

 A night just for high schoolers (grade nine to twelve) every  Sunday from 6:30 to 9 pm at 396 
Lawrence Street.  Rides available from the church front doors at 6:20 p.m. 
 
High School Life Group 
This year our High School LifeGroup is going to try something different and meet once a 
week Uptown - in the Market Square, in the atrium (food court). We are going to meet on 
Wednesdays at about 3:45 pm. We will be studying 1 & 2 Timothy. I'm really looking forward 
to it, and hope you all can make it. :) ~Emily Ricketts 
 
 
Young Adult Lunch— Young adults are invited out for lunch the last Sunday of every month, 
after the 11:10 service.  Everyone welcome! It doesn't matter if this is your very first Sunday 
at Main Street or you've been coming here for years - all young adults are invited to join us,  
so put it in your calendar. 
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Community Outreach Conference – Coming Soon! - Past or John Knight 

Anyone who has a heart for community outreach ministry will want to keep Fri-
day, October 21st and Saturday, October 22nd as free as possible.  On those 
two days, several churches in Saint John are joining together with partners 
outside the faith community for Common Ground, a conference that will ex-
plore how we can all continue to work together on some of the significant chal-
lenges that we face here in this city.   

Greg Paul will be the theme speaker for this conference.  He is the founder 
and director of Sanctuary Ministries, which welcomes and cares for some of the most hurting 
and excluded people in the city of Toronto.  He is also a well regarded speaker and author – 
perhaps best known for his powerful book, "God in the Alley: Being and Seeing Jesus in a Bro-
ken World."  Greg will meet with key pastoral and lay leaders on Friday morning, tour various 
ministry sites with conference participants Friday afternoon, speak at a general session Friday 
evening, and meet again with leaders and stakeholders Saturday morning. 

Exciting times!  And Main Street has a big role to play in all this.  We will be hosting all confer-
ence participants for lunch at the Hope Mission on Friday – to kick off the afternoon ministry 
tour.  We will also be hosting the general session Friday evening, leading in worship, participat-
ing in a panel discussion, and offering space for information booths and breakout sessions.  This 
is a tremendous opportunity for us to showcase what Main Street is all about – that we seek to 
be a people of blessing, overflowing with God’s goodness, in our city.   

All community outreach ministry team members are st rongly encouraged to attend this 
event.  All members of the congregation are strongl y encouraged to attend the general 
session Friday evening.         
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Our Thanksgiving offering for 2011 will be split two ways.  Half of our offering 
will go to support our short term mission team going to Kenya in July, 2012.  
They were introduced to the congregation during our services on Sept 18th.  
The other half of our offering will go toward local mission in our neighbour-
hood and city. As we are thankful this year for God’s goodness to us, we can 
also express our thankfulness in a tangible manner for the way that God is 
using us for mission around the world as well as here at home.  We appreci-

ate your faithful giving for such great causes. 
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