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Easter Services

Friday April 22nd

Playing Catch-Up With God — Update on the 211 Visio n

Pastor John Knight

3:00 p.m.—Journey To The Cross

Families together with their children and youth will travel through interactive
hands-on stations to receive the message of Easter in an unforgettable way. February and March were exciting times at Main Street! During these months, the 211
Team held consultations with the leadership and congregation of Main Street concerning
, a future vision for our Community Outreach ministry. We are very pleased that over 180
" 1 people in our church took the time to come hear about this vision — and to ask important
| questions and make helpful suggestions. The response to the vision was overwhelm-

ingly positive, though the grandness of it had many honestly confessing to a mixture of
. | fear and excitement. Yet there was also a real sense of faith. As Flora Braid put it, “We

serve a big God!”

6:30 p.m.—Good Friday Communion Service
No kids program, only nursery available

Sunday April 24th
So what are the next steps as we refine this vision and lay the groundwork for making it happen? First
of all, the 211 Team plans to do a round of targeted consultations within the church — presenting the
9:15 a.m.— Worship Service vision to the youth, young adults, Chinese community, and Seniors. The questions and suggestions
No Sunday School we receive from these groups will then be added to what we have already gathered from others, to give
, , the team a lot of great information to reflect and act upon as we move forward.
11:00—Worship Service

A social time will follow each of the morning services ) _ o ) )
The team will also be conducting similar consultations among the people of our neighbourhood, as we

6:30 p.m.—Musical “I Will Rise” make every effort to ensure that the Old North End is fully aware of our plans and remains supportive
of them. | can’'t emphasize enough how important it is that Main Street continue to build on its already
fine reputation in this neighbourhood by bringing the people who live here into the conversation — so
that they have a stake in what we’re proposing. They will undoubtedly have many questions and con-
cerns — including some we haven't thought of — and we need to hear these and craft an appropriate vi-
sion that responds to them. These neighbourhood consultations will begin, of course, by presenting
the vision to those who regularly participate in our Prime Time and Hope Mission programs.

Finally, we will continue to consult widely among our potential future partners, as we lay the ground-
work for bringing the vision to reality. And on this, | must say that there have been some truly amazing
developments in the weeks following our congregational consultations — clearly confirming, | believe,
that God'’s Spirit is leading the way here, and we're just trying our best to play catch-up. Some remark-
able conversations have taken place with people of influence and expertise, pointing us to potential
funding sources, and assuring us that knowledgeable and well-networked people are in place, just
ready to help. Also, we are presently in conversation with the community centre about hosting some of
)/ # : 2 their programming over the summer — as renovations get underway in that building.

‘07,0 +,00 (344(3)+
)% - 2

+ (+ *+,0 '56) 7 ''))4 (5'8)

"¢

*+ () (01() ™ CE The Spirit is moving folks — and we need to just get on board and go for a ride! And pray too! God has
&&&Y# *2 a great future in store for us, as he continues to prepare us to be a people of blessing in this neighbour-
hood and this city.




All In — Beautiful Community

One of the great gifts your church offers you is the diversity of people that make up Main Street. Each per-
son holds a story, experiences and wisdom to be shared with others. We highlighted an example of a way
in which this has naturally happened between Ora McAfree & Lynn McLellan. Here is a short interview
Pastor Rob (PR) did with Lynn (LM):

PR: How did you come up with this idea?

LM: There are so many seniors among us who feel lonely and forgotten, and | wanted to help change that.
In September 2009, | asked Bill Shaw if he knew of any seniors who would benefit from visitation, and he
suggested Ora McAfee. He explained that her lack of mobility prevented her from attending church, so | de-
cided to bring church to her. | downloaded the latest sermon from the Main Street website, baked her some
cookies, and went over and introduced myself.

PR: What does a woman like Ora have to teach you? What does she have to offer?

LM: Getting to know Ora has strengthened my faith. | wish | had half of her wisdom and patience. She is
extremely grateful for what she has, counting her blessings daily. Her optimism is infectious and she has a
great sense of humour. We've become good friends.

PR: What would a visit look like?

LM: We chat for awhile, trading stories from the past week, and then we listen to a sermon on my laptop.
Seniors often lack the dexterity required for baking, so | also bring her a batch of cookies. She likes having
something to offer other visitors through the week.

PR: What are some of the challenges for someone in Ora's situation in staying connected to her
church family?

LM: Mobility is Ora's biggest obstacle. She would love nothing more than to attend church every Sunday,
but her physical limitations make it very difficult. I'm happy to help bridge the gap.

PR: Anything else you would like to share/stories?

LM: When | started visiting Ora, | didn't know it would become a weekly ritual, but I'm glad it did. If you're
considering this or any other ministry, don't get lost in the details. Just show up. God will take it from there.

A Word from Ora McAfree

Hello, my name is Ora McAfee. | am 85 years old, soon to be 86, and | have been a member of Main Street
for 73 years. | used to be quite active in Sunday School, choir, committees and crafts and also was on staff
at the church for a while, but I guess old age has finally caught up with me. And | guess I'm what you'd call
a shut-in. | never thought I'd be one, but | am. | cannot get out because | am immobile. It is difficult and
painful to get into a car and the Handi-Bus does not run on Sundays.

Life can get lonely when you're a shut-in. One evening, in September 2009, my doorbell rang and a young
lady came in. It was Lynn McLellan and | had never met her, but | knew of her through my sister-in-law Ha-
zel, and she knew of me through Hazel, so we had a common bond. And Lynn brought with her, on her lap-
top, the previous Sunday's sermon for me to listen to. She also brought homemade cookies - yummy!

Continued on next page...

Lynn has been visiting me every week since then.
Sometimes she comes on her bike, sometimes in a
car, and a couple of times she has run here with deer
following her!

These visits have been such a blessing to me and |
am so thankful for them and for her. | am sure there
are a lot of other seniors who are shut-in who would
appreciate visits such as | receive. | think of it as real
missionary work.
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WATOTO CHILDREN'S
CHOIR FROM UGANDA
We again have the opportunity
to host this wonderful group of
children as they come to pre-
sent their message in song.
They will be with us for our
Mother's Day morning service,
Sunday May 8, 2011. What a
wonderful day to bring your
family to experience what
these children have to offer in spreading God's
Word. We hope you will bring a guest along with
you on this special day.

Easter Offering

Easter is a time for us to be thankful for the many
ministries our church undertakes together. This
year we would like to have our Easter Offering go
towards the shortfall in "Our Churches" ministries
(currently we are $19 000 behind). Over the next
two weeks we will see a number of people bap-
tized, and each one of them were impacted by
different aspects of Our Churches ministry to-
gether. Thanks for your generosity. Pastor Rob.
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J’ Come and enjoy an evening of gospel music. The evening will be full of talent like
J’ Kelly Jay, Albert Hebert, The Blue Grass Jam Band with Harold Arbo, Ruth Glen,
Garth Jones, and our own Kate Reevey, Dick McAleer and Josh Britten.
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J: There will be some homemade goodies for sale, as well as pizza slices and bever-
J’ ages. Tickets are $10.00 with all proceeds going to the Neighbourhood Hope Mis-

sion. Tickets are available at KV Pharmacy, Grand Bay Pharmacy, Morris Music,
J: at the church office and at the door. Hope to see you there!
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SOUTHERN GOSPEL CONCERT

Main Street Baptist Church

April 30, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m.
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